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I Samuel 5:1-12
(1) When

the Philistines captured the Ark of God, they brought it from Eben-ezer to
Ashdod. (2) The Philistines took the Ark of God and brought it into the temple of Dagon
and they set it up beside Dagon. (3) Early the next day, the Ashdodites found Dagon lying
face down on the ground in front of the Ark of the LORD. They picked Dagon up and put
him back in his place; (4) but early the next morning, Dagon was again lying prone on the
ground in front of the Ark of the LORD. The head and both hands of Dagon were cut off,
lying on the threshold; only Dagon’s trunk was left intact. (5) That is why, to this day, the
priests of Dagon and all who enter the temple of Dagon do not tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod. (6) The hand of the LORD lay heavy upon the Ashdodites, and He
wrought havoc among them: He struck Ashdod and its territory with hemorrhoids. (7)
When the men of Ashdod saw how matters stood, they said, “The Ark of the God of
Israel must not remain with us, for His hand has dealt harshly with us and with our god
Dagon.” (8) They sent messengers and assembled all the lords of the Philistines and
asked, “What shall we do with the Ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the
Ark of the God of Israel be removed to Gath.” So they moved the Ark of the God of
Israel [to Gath]. (9) And after they had moved it, the hand of the LORD came against the
city, causing great panic; He struck the people of the city, young and old, so that
hemorrhoids broke out among them. (10) Then they sent the Ark of God to Ekron. But
when the Ark of God came to Ekron, the Ekronites cried out, “They have moved the Ark
of the God of Israel to us to slay us and our kindred.” (11) They too sent messengers and
assembled all the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send the Ark of the God of Israel
away, and let it return to its own place, that it may not slay us and our kindred.” For the
panic of death pervaded the whole city, so heavily had the hand of God fallen there; (12)
and the men who did not die were stricken with hemorrhoids. The outcry of the city went
up to heaven.

I Samuel 6:1-21
(1) The

Ark of the LORD remained in the territory of the Philistines seven months. (2)
Then the Philistines summoned the priests and the diviners and asked, “What shall we do
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about the Ark of the Lord? Tell us with what we shall send it off to its own place.” (3)
They answered, “If you are going to send the Ark of the God of Israel away, do not send
it away without anything; you must also pay an indemnity to Him. Then you will be
healed, and He will make Himself known to you; otherwise His hand will not turn away
from you.” (4) They asked, “What is the indemnity that we should pay to Him?” They
answered, “Five golden hemorrhoids and five golden mice, corresponding to the number
of lords of the Philistines; for the same plague struck all of you and your lords. (5) You
shall make figures of your hemorrhoids and of the mice that are ravaging your land; thus
you shall honor the God of Israel, and perhaps He will lighten the weight of His hand
upon you and your gods and your land. (6) Don’t harden your hearts as the Egyptians and
Pharaoh hardened their hearts. As you know, when He made a mockery of them, they had
to let Israel go, and they departed. (7) Therefore, get a new cart ready and two milch cows
that have not borne a yoke; harness the cows to the cart, but take back indoors the calves
that follow them. (8) Take the Ark of the LORD and place it on the cart; and put next to it
in a chest the gold objects you are paying Him as indemnity. Send it off, and let it go its
own way. (9) Then watch: If it goes up the road to Beth-shemesh, to His own territory, it
was He who has inflicted this great harm on us. But if not, we shall know that it was not
His hand that struck us; it just happened to us by chance.” (10) The men did so. They took
two milch cows and harnessed them to the cart, and shut up their calves indoors. (11)
They placed the Ark of the LORD on the cart together with the chest, the golden mice,
and the figures of their hemorrhoids. (12) The cows went straight ahead along the road to
Beth-shemesh. They went along a single highroad, lowing as they went, and turning off
neither to the right nor to the left; and the lords of the Philistines walked behind them as
far as the border of Beth-shemesh. (13) The people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their
wheat harvest in the valley. They looked up and saw the Ark, and they rejoiced when
they saw [it]. (14) The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and it stopped
there. They split up the wood of the cart and presented the cows as a burnt offering to the
LORD. A large stone was there; (15) and the Levites took down the Ark of the LORD and
the chest beside it containing the gold objects and placed them on the large stone. Then
the men of Beth-shemesh presented burnt offerings and other sacrifices to the LORD that
day. (16) The five lords of the Philistines saw this and returned the same day to Ekron.
(17) The following were the golden hemorrhoids that the Philistines paid as an indemnity
to the LORD: For Ashdod, one; for Gaza, one; for Ashkelon, one; for Gath, one; for
Ekron, one. (18) As for the golden mice, their number accorded with all the Philistine
towns that belonged to the five lords—both fortified towns and unwalled villages, as far
as the great stone on which the Ark of the LORD was set down, to this day, in the field of
Joshua of Beth-shemesh. (19) [The LORD] struck at the men of Beth-shemesh because
they looked into the Ark of the LORD; He struck down seventy men among the people
[and] fifty thousand men. The people mourned, for He had inflicted a great slaughter
upon the population. (20) And the men of Beth-shemesh asked, “Who can stand in
attendance on the LORD, this holy God? And to whom shall He go up from us?” (21)
They sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim to say, “The Philistines have
sent back the Ark of the LORD. Come down and take it into your keeping.”

I Samuel 7:1-3
(1) The

men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the Ark of the LORD and brought it into
the house of Abinadab on the hill; and they consecrated his son Eleazar to have charge of

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/250226?editor=1

2/4

7/15/2020

I Samuel 5-7:1 | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder

the Ark of the LORD. (2) A long time elapsed from the day that the Ark was housed in
Kiriath-jearim, twenty years in all; and all the House of Israel yearned after the LORD.
(3) And Samuel said to all the House of Israel, “If you mean to return to the LORD with
all your heart, you must remove the alien gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst and
direct your heart to the LORD and serve Him alone. Then He will deliver you from the
hands of the Philistines.”

II Samuel 6:1-23
(1) David

again assembled all the picked men of Israel, thirty thousand strong. (2) Then
David and all the troops that were with him set out from Baalim of Judah to bring up
from there the Ark of God to which the Name was attached, the name LORD of Hosts
Enthroned on the Cherubim. (3) They loaded the Ark of God onto a new cart and
conveyed it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Abinadab’s sons,
Uzza and Ahio, guided the new cart. (4) They conveyed it from Abinadab’s house on the
hill, [Uzzah walking] alongside the Ark of God and Ahio walking in front of the Ark. (5)
Meanwhile, David and all the House of Israel danced before the LORD to [the sound of]
all kinds of cypress wood [instruments], with lyres, harps, timbrels, sistrums, and
cymbals. (6) But when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out for
the Ark of God and grasped it, for the oxen had stumbled. (7) The LORD was incensed at
Uzzah. And God struck him down on the spot for his indiscretion, and he died there
beside the Ark of God. (8) David was distressed because the LORD had inflicted a breach
upon Uzzah; and that place was named Perez-uzzah, as it is still called. (9) David was
afraid of the LORD that day; he said, “How can I let the Ark of the LORD come to me?”
(10) So David would not bring the Ark of the LORD to his place in the City of David;
instead, David diverted it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. (11) The Ark of the
LORD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the LORD
blessed Obed-edom and his whole household. (12) It was reported to King David: “The
LORD has blessed Obed-edom’s house and all that belongs to him because of the Ark of
God.” Thereupon David went and brought up the Ark of God from the house of Obededom to the City of David, amid rejoicing. (13) When the bearers of the Ark of the LORD
had moved forward six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. (14) David whirled with
all his might before the LORD; David was girt with a linen ephod. (15) Thus David and
all the House of Israel brought up the Ark of the LORD with shouts and with blasts of the
horn. (16) As the Ark of the LORD entered the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul
looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and whirling before the LORD;
and she despised him for it. (17) They brought in the Ark of the LORD and set it up in its
place inside the tent which David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings
and offerings of well-being before the LORD. (18) When David finished sacrificing the
burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of the
LORD of Hosts. (19) And he distributed among all the people—the entire multitude of
Israel, man and woman alike—to each a loaf of bread, a cake made in a pan, and a raisin
cake. Then all the people left for their homes. (20) David went home to greet his
household. And Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, “Didn’t the
king of Israel do himself honor today—exposing himself today in the sight of the
slavegirls of his subjects, as one of the riffraff might expose himself!” (21) David
answered Michal, “It was before the LORD who chose me instead of your father and all
his family and appointed me ruler over the LORD’s people Israel! I will dance before the
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LORD (22) and dishonor myself even more, and be low in my own esteem; but among the
slavegirls that you speak of I will be honored.” (23) So to her dying day Michal daughter
of Saul had no children.
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